       RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th May 2023 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pryke, 
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were two members of the public.
1307/23  To consider a new chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Gordon as Chairman for another twelve months who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

1308/23 To receive apologies

     Cllrs. Pickavance and Taylor
      LCC Cllr Eddie Pope

1309/23    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 17th April   2023
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th April 2023 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1310/23        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1311/23     To consider voting on of a vice chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Cummings  as Vice Chairman for twelve months.
1312/23 To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee. 

It was resolved by the Council to keep the same councillors on the committee as 2022.

1313/23To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Mike Hobley, member of the public 223 Liverpool Road, spoke about a refuge crossing on the A59 near to Rufford Old Hall. He stated the danger of crossing the road with a pram and children.
Sandra commented about motorists entering Flash Lane the wrong way from A59.
1314/23 To consider planning applications as below:

NONE

Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
NONE

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE
1315/23  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022685  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                                  £615.36

022686  WLBC trade waste village halls                                                            £330.58

022687  KC Computers ink                                                                                £ 36.99

022688  P Brookfield Rufford Park maintenance and gates                               £144.64

Income: 

1st payment   Precept grant






£20,190.50

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1316/23 Submission of annual return for the financial year ending 31st  March 2023 to the council’s internal auditor.
The council noted the information.
1317/23 Discuss Mere Sands Wood.
There were concerns by the council of water drainage problems on the site and also regeneration of the woodland. Natural England to be contacted.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to contact natural England. The clerk stated he was awaiting replies of the questionnaire sent to Lancashire Wildlife Trust after the council site meeting with LWT. A public meeting will then be arranged by the clerk at Holmeswood Village Hall.

1318/23  Flood Risk
NONE

1319/23  Highways 
     West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow
Cllr Pryke stated a lot of contact work is going on with LCC and is ongoing and will keep the parish council informed.
East - Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE

1320/23 Public footpaths   

NONE

1321/23  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE

Holmeswood

NONE

1322/23 Recreation Grounds 

NONE

1323/23  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
1324/23  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

Summer Fayre  15th July 2023

2-4pm plant sale

The council noted the information.

1325/23 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
NONE

1326/23   To note police information
A number of TAC OPS Lancashire Police motorcycles have been doing speeding checks on Holmeswood Road; this being organised by Insp. John Bent.
The council was pleased to hear this and would look forward to further speeding checks on Holmeswood Road. The council would like to note the good work Cllr. Pryke has been doing with regards to liaising with Lancashire Police.

1327/23      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 19th June 2023. 
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 19th June 2023.
Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.10 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
